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NORTH
The heavily forested lands of northern Okinawa are known collectively as “Yanbaru” (which 
translates into “mountainous areas”). A dizzying variety of trees are home to numerous types of 
birds, and the areas below host countless other living creatures that live in the nooks and crannies 
of roots as well as in the ponds and streams that feed them. Many of these creatures are members 
of endangered species that cannot be found anywhere else in the world. Modern-day Yanbaru also 
features many sights, sounds, tastes, smells and experiences that take visitors back to the days of 
old; it’s a place without large, bustling cities and traffic gridlock, a place that still offers crystal-clear 
air in abundance and a surplus of astoundingly beautiful landscapes.



The largest kite in the

prefecture is a must-see!

Beach Clean up

Beach Volleyball

Beachside BBQ

Beach yoga, beach parties,

and  private party spaces
Jet skis, kayak rental, wakeboarding,
tuberides, etc.

Experience the thrill of kayaking 
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Asmui 
Formally known as Dai Sekir-
inzan—a park that offers several 
hiking courses with breathtaking 
views of Hedo Point from above, 
trails that wind through fascinating 
limestone formations estimated to 
be hundreds of millions of years 
old with sprawling banyan trees 
believed to contain magical pow-
ers—this peak is considered one 
of the most sacred spots on island. 
Local legends state that this peak 
(known locally as Asmui) is where 
the god Amamikiyo first set foot 
on the Earth. Since ancient times, 
noro (priestesses) from Shuri Castle 
journeyed to Asmui to collect 
sacred water for purification cer-
emonies in the court. This practice 
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Kanucha resort okinawa
Located overlooking Oura Wan Bay near Camp 
Schwab Kanucha Resort covers a total of 650 acres 
with nine hotel buildings, beach, pools, spa and a full 
resort golf course. Dining and evening entertainment 
venues include eight restaurants, cafes, lounges and 
bars featuring Okinawan, Japanese, Chinese and west-
ern cuisine. Many activities are offered year-round, 
ranging from golf, hiking  and buggy adventures dur-
ing the cooler months to parasailing, snorkeling, fly-
boarding and even an aqua park for the kids when the 
weather warms.  MCCS Tours+ offers special exclusive 
military rates to stay at Kanucha Resort, including in 
pet-friendly rooms. Call 646-3502 for more informa-
tion about making reservations.

stopped in 1938 due to instability followed by war. However, the practice was 
revived in 1999 and continues today.

Hedo Point 
Hedo Point, the northernmost point on Okinawa, is a 70+ meter-high cliff 
overlooking both the East China Sea and Pacific Ocean. Winds are usually 
strong and a refreshing sea spray often flows up the cliff.

Hiji Falls 
Hiji Falls is a must-visit for hiking enthusiasts. This area’s well-crafted walking 
trail was created to give nature lovers a chance to enjoy its considerable beauty 
without disturbing the ecosystem. It takes about 45 minutes to trek from the 
parking lot to the suspension bridge and main falls. This area is currently being 
repaired due to storm and flooding damage.

Yambaru Adventure Field & Matayoshi 
Coffee Farm 
Located in Higashi Village on the Pacific coast of northern Okinawa, this 
facility has it all—ziplines, ATV tours through the wilderness, genuine 
Okinawa-grown coffee, camp grounds, cottages and more.  
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Oceanic Culture Museum (Planetarium)

Native Okinawa Village

Emerald Beach

Tropical Dream Center

Tropical & Subtropical Arboretum

Main Rest House (Churaumi Plaza)

10

11

12
8

7 6

41 2 3 9
5

424 Ishikawa, Motobu-cho, Kunigami-gun,Okinawa 905-0206
Tel: 0980-48-2741  Fax: 0980-48-3339

Ocean Expo Park Management Center

https://oki-park.jp/kaiyohaku/en/

For more
information

8:00-18:00（Oct.-Feb.）／ 8:00-19:30（Mar.-Sep.）

Tropical Dream CenterTropical Dream Center

Oceanic Culture Museum
( Planetarium )
Oceanic Culture Museum
( Planetarium )

760yen 550yen

Free
Adult / high school

Junior high / elementary 

General Group
(20 or more)Admission Fees

8:30-17:30 (Oct.-Feb.)  8:30-19:00 (Mar.-Sep.) 

190yen 80yen

Free
Adult / high school

Junior high / elementary 

General Group
(20 or more)Admission Fees

8:30-17:30 (Oct.-Feb.)  8:30-19:00 (Mar.-Sep.) 

Okinawa Churaumi Aquarium
Admission Fees General

2,180yen

1,440yen

710yen

1,730yen

1,140yen

560yen

4,360yen

2,880yen

1,420yen

-　

Annual Passport

Adult
High school

Junior high / elementary
Under 6 years old Admission free 

Group
(20 or more)

● Admission is free for children under 6. 
● School groups are eligible for discount. For elementary / junior high / high school  activities  
  only. Applications must be made in advance. 
● Persons who are designated as physically or mentally disabled are eligible for free  
 admission. Please show your certificate at the ticket counter. Escort (1 person only) is also   
 admitted for free.
● Annual Passport holders can enter Okinawa Churaumi Aquarium as many times as they like  
 for 12 months.

* Business hours may be extended during certain periods.
 Please check the official website.
● Ocean Expo Park opens at 8:00.
● No Food or Drink inside. 
● No Smoking inside.
● No Pets inside (Except for guide and service dogs).

Last 
admission Close

8:30 17:30 18:30Normal period

Open Hours Open
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JUNGLIA Okinawa 
A new nature-themed theme 
park that sits on 150 acres of land 
between Nakijin and Nago City, 
JUNGLIA Okinawa opened 
during the summer of 2025. The 
park features more than a dozen 
attractions (including hot-air 
balloon rides, a large-scale safari 
ride reminiscent of Jurassic Park 
and much more), entertainment, a 
unique dining setting and numerous 
opportunities for relaxation.

Nakijin Castle 
Located on the Motobu Peninsula, 
Nakijin Castle was once a mighty 
fortress, designed to defend the 
rulers of Hokuzan. It was one of 
the largest and most impressive of 
the three kingdom-era castles with 
gardens, stables, several residences 
for the king’s most important aides 
and a palace for the king at the 
highest, innermost section. Each 
year in late January/early February, 
the many hundreds of cherry 
blossom trees planted on the 
grounds bloom, making Nakijin a 
photographer’s paradise.

Nago 
Pineapple Park 
Sweet, delicious pineapples from 
the fields of Okinawa are used in 
the production of wine and many 
other products such as cakes and 
candies. All can be sampled and 
purchased at this facility.
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Ocean Expo Park 
In July 1975, Okinawa International Ocean Expo (Universal Exposition; 
Expo '75) was held in Motobu. This event, which was themed “The Sea - 
Its Desirable Future,” commemorated Okinawa’s reversion from American 
to Japanese control in 1972. After the event, a park was established on the 
site in 1976. Called Ocean Expo Park, this venue remains a popular tourist 
attraction today, featuring museums, an arboretum showcasing tropical 
and subtropical flora, an aquarium, dolphin shows, several replicas of 
traditional Okinawan homes, a beautiful beach and numerous events that 
draw over 4 million visitors annually. Undoubtedly Ocean Expo Park’s 
biggest draw, Okinawa Churaumi Aquarium first opened its doors to the 
public on November 1, 2002. This facility features four levels and dozens 
of different areas representing ecosystems and aquatic creatures that can 
be found along the coastlines of the Ryukyu Islands and their surrounding 
seas and oceans. Churaumi’s Kuroshio Sea Tank—named after the 
massive ocean current that flows by Okinawa—holds almost two million 
gallons of constantly refreshed seawater and a variety of Kuroshio species 
including a whale shark and manta rays. The Kuroshio Sea Tank has ample 
seating, including the “aqua room,” which is an inset area where the walls 
of the aquarium curve up overhead.
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Kouri Island 
This tiny isle is located northeast of the coast 
of Unten Port in Motobu. Kouri is circular and 
made mostly of coral. The Kouri Ocean Tower 
offers the best views on the island from it's ob-
servation area 82m above sea level and features 
a seashell museum with a collection of more 
than 10,000 shells from around the world. The 
Kourihara Ruins are a group of archeological 
sites located on the island near Kouri Port that 
date back to the early-to mid-Okinawa shell 
mound period (10,000 BC–1185 AD). Artifacts 
such as ivory and bone products, earthenware, 
copperware, ironware and blue porcelain—as 
well as remains of holes for pillars and water 
wells—have been excavated.

Busena Marine Park  
Located on the grounds of the Busena Terrace 
Resort Hotel, Busena Marine Park features a 
unique glass-bottom boat for observing coral 
and sea life from above as well as an under-
water observatory which enables visitors to 
observe underwater denizens in their natural 
environment without getting wet.

orion Happy park 
Born in post-war Okinawa, Orion was estab-
lished by Sosei Gushiken, who chose to build 
in Nago because of the abundant supply of 
clear, clean spring water. Hops and other in-
gredients are imported directly from Germany. 
Public tours of the facility are available.

NEO Park Okinawa
Located in Nago, this theme park is 
home to hundreds of native and exotic 
animals, with an emphasis on beautiful 
birds such as flamingos, toucans and 
cranes, many of which you can feed by 
hand. The special feeding areas and pet-
ting zoo are favorites among children.
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central
Central Okinawa is home to the bulk of military installa-
tions on the island. Central Okinawa is also home to Onna 
Village—which boasts far too many beautiful beaches to 
mention. Onna Village’s coastline features some of the best 
on island, like Inbu, Seragaki, Fuchaku, Malibu, Tiger and 
others. They range from resort beaches equipped with every 
amenity imaginable to deserted stretches where one can curl 
up under a parasol with a good book and a jug of ice-cold wa-
ter. Central Okinawa features many family-friendly beaches 
with all the amenities such as Sunset and Araha Beaches 
(both in Chatan) as well as Ginowan’s Tropical Beach lo-
cated near the Ginowan Convention center.
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ANA InterContinental 
Manza Beach Resort 
One of the more iconic resorts on the island, ANA 
InterContinental Manza Beach Resort is located 
on a cape near one of Okinawa’s most-recognized 
landmarks—Manzamo. Among its amenities and 
restaurants, the resort features an inflatable play-
ground in the shallow pristine waters anchored 
right off a beautiful sandy beach with over 20 
floating mini-islands of delight. From mock-rock 
climbing and tower scaling to mini slides and 
jungle gyms, children will be in a watery state of 
nirvana for the whole day.

Southeast Botanical Gardens  
Originally opened in 1970 in northern Okinawa City near Kura-
shiki Dam, Southeast Botanical Gardens is a perfect example of 
Okinawa’s power “to grow anything growable.” The founder of 
the gardens was a man named Masamune Obayashi. Originally 
from Taiwan, he brought in many types of plants from Asia, Cen-
tral and South America, Africa and Australia to create what he 
envisioned as a kind of “Okinawan Garden of Eden.” Among the 
most impressive are the varieties of palm trees that were planted 
as seeds and have multiplied to thousands all stretching towards 
the heavens today.

Today, Southeast Botanical Gardens is broken into two main ar-
eas: The Asian Garden and The Water Garden. The Herb Garden 
and Juice Parlor are located in the Asian Garden. The main attrac-
tion, however, is the impressive collection of king palms lining the 
promenades; one could spend an hour trying to count how many 
of these beautiful trees are growing there. As for the Water Garden, 
this area will delight visitors with its collection of trees that are far 
from their native homes, having been transplanted from countries 
thousands of miles away. Both gardens also offer various learning 
programs and activities for visitors of all ages—including a petting 
zoo, nature games and craft-making. For more information, visit 
southeast-botanical.jp/english/index.html.

Bios on the Hill 
Bios on the Hill is a relaxing tropical forest park located in Uruma 
City. Their canopy boat ride is highly recommended, too, as it 
takes visitors across a lake to view examples of Okinawa’s wildlife 
and native flowers, including an abundance of stunning orchids. 
They also offer a small petting zoo, hiking, canoeing, kayaking, a 
play area for kids and more. MCCS Tours+ offers regular tours 
and discount tickets. For more information, visit www.okinawa.
usmc-mccs.org/tours.
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Forest Adventure Park 
in Onna 
Known as one of Okinawa’s most thrilling outdoor ath-
letic parks, Forest Adventure is located high in the hills of 
Onna Village. Its many attractions, such as the Zip Slide 
Ride, Amazon Rope Bridge, Tibetan Bridge and others, 
offer breathtaking views of the East China Sea in the 
distance. MCCS Tours+ offers regular tours and discount 
tickets (children must be at least six years old and 56 
inches tall to participate). For more information, visit 
www.okinawa.usmc-mccs.org/tours.

Yachimun-no Sato 
Yachimun-no-Sato, or the Village of the Potters, is a 
small community of pottery masters from throughout 
the island that live and create ceramic works of art 
together in Yomitan Village. The centerpiece of this 
small village is the climbing kiln designed by mas-
ter potter Shinman Yamada. Not limited to pottery, 
Yachimun-no-Sato is also home to Seikichi Inamine—
a master in the creation of blown glass art. Mr. Inamine 
is famous for his experimentation with different natu-
ral materials, fusing substances such as curry powder, 
coffee grounds, potters clay and more into molten 
glass to extract spectacular colors. T
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Ryukyu Mura Folk Village
Located in Yomitan, this folk village is a gateway to 
Okinawa’s past. Consisting of houses and buildings up 
to 200 years old relocated from various villages in the 
prefecture and painstakingly restored, Ryukyu Mura 
captures the essence of a bygone era on the island. Visitors 
can also observe reenactments of old customs, like the 
creation of sugar from sugarcane with the help of a water 
buffalo. Ryukyu Mura also holds classes and workshops 
that teach visitors how to create traditional Okinawan arts 

and crafts, including bingata (textiles) and pottery. For 
more information, visit ryukyumura.co.jp/en.
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Murasaki Mura 
In 1992, a television miniseries on the history 
of the Ryukyu people was produced by NHK 
(Nihon Housou Kyokyu, the Japanese equivalent 
of PBS). This half-year series, entitled Ryukyu no 
Kaze (The Wind of Ryukyu), was televised from 
January to June in 1993 on the NHK channel 
as part of the national historical “Taiga Drama” 
series. The sets and facilities created in Yomitan 
were realistic reconstructions of ancient structures 
of the Ryukyu Kingdom.

The set included traditional structures such as 
Tenshikan (living quarters for envoys and missions 
from China), the Tenpi Gu (the shrine for praying 
for safe sea voyages), red-tiled roofs of houses for 
the ruling class, thatched-roof farmhouses and 
more. Constructed by the company Umi-no-Sato, 
the set was converted to a tourist attraction and 
renamed Murasaki Mura.
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Zakimi castle
Zakimi Castle, located high above Yomitan Vil-
lage atop a 125-meter-high hill, was built during 
the 15th century as a home for Lord Gosamaru. 
Today, both the ruins and the surrounding area 
are maintained as a park where people can enjoy 
a panoramic view of the East China Sea.

Zampa Misaki (Cape Zanpa)
Featuring one of the most photographed lighthouses 
on the island, Zampa Misaki’s rocky cliffs are often 
populated with fishermen clinging to ledges. Zampa 
also features a beach as well as a park with a bike 
path, playground, sports facilities and a restaurant, 
marked by a gargantuan lion dog. The giant shīsā of 
Zampa Misaki is reputedly the largest specimen on 
the island. The shīsā faces Asia, guarding travelers 
as they depart as well as welcoming those returning 
from long journeys.

Nakagusuku Castle Ruins
The ruins of this castle sit on the summit of a 
200-meter-high hill offering a panoramic 360˚ view of 
the island. It is one of the largest castle ruin sites on the 
island and is comprised of six structures. Although the 
exact age of the original structure is not clear, the third 
structure was built during the mid-14th century. The 
Nakagusuku Castle ruins were designated a tangible 
cultural asset by UNESCO in 2000. 

Futenma Shrine
Located on Route 330 close to Camp Foster, this 500-
year old Shinto shrine is visited by tens of thousands 
of Okinawans making their first shrine visit of the year 
during Oshōgatsu or New Year’s. It is also a popular 
venue during Kodomo-no-hi, Shichi-go-san and Setsub-
un holidays. The shrine also features an underground 
limestone cave that has been a place of worship since 
ancient times. Next door lies the Jingu-ji Temple, a 
Buddhist place of worship.
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chatan
Chatan Town’s interesting sights are divided into three smaller 
areas: Sunabe, home to trendy restaurants and cafes as well as 
many surf and dive shops along the seawall; Mihama, a fusion of 
Japanese and American sensibilities; and Hamby. Located in close 
proximity to Kadena Air Base and Camp Foster, both Americans 
and Okinawans are offered the opportunity to share their experi-
ences and customs with one another. Chatan’s main shopping 
area is called “American Village,” which is based on the design of 
the San Diego seaport. This harmonious blending of Japanese and 
American favorites features three Starbucks within a one-mile 
radius, a large department store, countess restaurants, a multiplex 
theater and more. Hamby, which takes its name from the small 
airfield that used to cover most of the area, was one of the first parts 
of Chatan to see rapid development and land reclamation. Passing 
along the road parallel to Route 58, one would never know that this 
area used to offer a relatively unobstructed view of the East China 
Sea. Today, Hamby is home to the beloved Araha Beach and offers 
many unique shopping opportunities, ranging from eclectic fash-
ion and knick-knacks to furniture, high-tech camera gear and more.

Hotel Nikko 
Alivila Resort 
Showcasing a Spanish motif, Alivila 
features lush decor, patterned marble 
floors, iron sconces and over-sized 
chandeliers. The hotel itself sits on a 
cove, creating a strip of sandy beach 
with a secluded feel. All rooms have 
views of the water and small balconies 
for guests to catch the sea breezes. The 
resort also features an extensive spa and 
a wide variety of marine activities, field 
sports and five-star restaurants.

AEON Mall  
Okinawa Rycom 
One of the island’s largest shopping malls, 
AEON Mall Okinawa Rycom, opened 
in 2015. Not only great for shopping, this 
mall features Okinawan food, culture 
and entertainment, as well as a 100-ton 
aquarium on the first floor. At night, enjoy 
dining and a panoramic view from the 5th-
floor roof garden. The Okinawa Rycom 
AEON Shopping Mall has a total of 80 
food facilities including restaurants offer-
ing local and international foods.

Plaza House  
Shopping Center 
Constructed in 1954, Plaza House 
Shopping Center consisted of Rogers 
(a department store featuring high-
end imported products), Getsuen 
Hanten (still considered one of the 
best Chinese restaurants on the island) 
and more. The shopping center catered 
primarily to American service members 
and their families stationed on Okinawa 
during post-war rejuvenation and is still 
going strong.

Okinawa Kodomo no 
Kuni Zoo and Museum 
Located in the heart of Okinawa City, 
Okinawa Kodomo no Kuni (which trans-
lates to “children’s land,” is the southern-
most zoo in Japan. Originally opened in 
1970, it was almost completely renovated 
in 2004 with the addition of the Wonder 
Museum for kids. Today, it is home to 
over a thousand animals including local 
and exotic species.  
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Nakamura House
Located in Kitanakagusuku, this traditional struc-
ture is an example of a wealthy Okinawan farmer’s 
home from 250 years ago. The house is surrounded 
by stone walls and fukugi trees for protection 
against fires, typhoons and bad luck. Now a living 
museum highlighting the everyday style of life dur-
ing the Ryukyu Kingdom era, Nakamura House is 
an extremely informative place to visit.
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south
Southern Okinawa is home to Naha—the largest (and capital) city of 
Okinawa. Urasoe City, directly to the north, is also a densely populated 
area that hosts Camp Kinser. Southern Okinawa features many opportu-
nities for shopping, dining and entertainment as well as beautiful coast-
lines, rustic fishing villages, acres and acres of farmlands, parks dedicated 
to those who lost their lives during World War II and much, much more.
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San A PARCO CITY Mall 
Located in Urasoe City on the coastline next to Camp Kinser, 
PARCO CITY Mall took the crown of “largest mall on Okinawa” 
from AEON MALL Okinawa Rycom. The mall features many 
shops representing fashion brands such as H&M, Zara, Levi’s, 
The North Face, Birkenstock, Coach and many others. In addi-
tion, various specialty shops such as Hobby Shop G-Soul (which 
specializes in anime and comic-related toys and models) and the 
Lego Store (which specializes in…LEGO) will thrill the kids. 
Malls worldwide are known for their food courts and PARCO 
CITY does not disappoint with three levels of every cuisine 
imaginable—including stateside chains such as Panda Express and 
31 Flavors, local favorites A&W and Steak House88 and tons more. 
PARCO CITY is also home to United Cinemas, a multiplex offer-
ing 11 screens including IMAX with Laser, 4DX and 270° ScreenX.

Shuri Castle 
Shuri Castle was originally built at the end of the 14th century 
during the reign of King Satto. It served as the king’s headquarters 
and ceremonial hall until 1879. Although the majority of the castle 
was destroyed in a fire in late 2019, it is currently being rebuilt with 
plans to reopen in autumn 2026.

Kinjocho Stone Road 
This stone road, with ancient limestone paving, is a preserved 
piece of Ryukyu Kingdom history. This boulevard features a quaint 
red-roofed, traditional-style rest house halfway up the narrow road 
and sacred sites along the way, including the stone well behind the 
rest house and a rare 300-year-old akagi tree.
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Shikina-en 
Located in the Maji District of Naha 
City, this remnant of the days of the 
Ryukyu Kingdom was originally owned 
by the Sho Family—descendants of 
Ryukyu kings. Shikina-en was destroyed 
during WWII and was reconstructed 
after reversion to Japan.

Japanese Naval  
Underground 
Headquarters 
This extensive system of caves located in 
the middle of bustling Naha City served 
as the headquarters of the Japanese forces 
stationed on Okinawa during WWII. The 
tunnels are up to 30 meters underground 
and run in all directions throughout the 
area. MCCS Tours+ offers regular tours; 
visit www.okinawa.usmc-mccs.org/tours for 
the latest information and tour dates.

Fukushu-en
Garden
This Chinese-style garden was construct-
ed jointly by Naha City and its Chinese 
sister city, Fuzhou. The trees, plants and 
flowers represent the different seasons 
of the year. Something is always in  
bloom in the garden, and the three  
different areas represent light,  
seclusion and beauty. 
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Tsuboya Yachimun Street 
Tsuboya is often stumbled upon by chance when wandering through the 
vast maze of Heiwa Dori. Known for its concentration of potters, even the 
name itself means “shops specializing in pottery.” It is believed that the first 
kilns were built in Tsuboya in the late 1600s during the reign of King Sho-
Tei. The majority of work was arayachi (unglazed)—primarily jars and stor-
age containers which usually held rice, soybeans, and miso (soybean paste). 
In the beginning, all ceramic shīsā were of the unglazed variety. And since 
Tsuboya was the mecca of arayachi pottery, most established practitioners 
had learned their craft in Tsuboya. Originally there were more than ten kilns 
in the district, but only one survived the devastation of WWII. This kiln, 
known as Fuēnū Gama (southern kiln) is located on Yachimun-Dori (Pottery 
Street) in Tsuboya, next to the Tsuboya Pottery Museum.

Naha Kokusai 
Street
Located in Naha City, the name trans-
lates to “International Street.” This 
road is lined with shops, department 
stores, restaurants and the famed 
Heiwa-Dori, a maze of stalls peddling 
fresh fish, flowers, produce, handi-
crafts and a myriad more. 

Sakurazaka 
Sakurazaka is located “off of the 
beaten path” in many ways. Known 
by old-timers as one of the first 
entertainment districts (as in the 
type adults enjoy in the evening), 
it was the kind of place that the 
word “seedy” would aptly describe. 
However, things changed with 
the opening of one of the island’s 
first movie theaters in 1953. This 
theater, as well as the area, went 
through many name changes over 
the decades before finally closing in 
2005. Today, Sakurazaka is a curious 
mixture of old and new, of decrepit 
buildings and the sparkle of neon. 
Although there are still a few shops 
that don’t open until late in the eve-
ning, Sakurazaka has taken a turn 
to the bohemian, with small shops 
hawking artwork or clothing featur-
ing cutting-edge design and obscure 
labels. The theater that closed in 
2005 was reopened featuring local 
artists’ works, indie films and con-
certs by local indie-label bands.
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Apple Town 
Located next to the Rakuichi Shop-
ping Center, Apple Town consists of a 
COOP grocery store, a large collection 
of restaurants on the second floor (of-
fering Italian, sushi, Chinese and more) 
and a Toys “R” Us.

Rakuichi ShoppinG  
Center 
Although not technically a mall, 
Rakuichi Shopping Center (located in 
the Naha Shintoshin area) is definitely 
worth your time on a hot Okinawan 
summer afternoon. With a handful of 
stores located side by side, Rakuichi 
features a wide selection of shops 
such as MUJI, a UNIQLO clothing 
emporium, a large electronics store, a 
Ryubo grocery store with a small food 
court, several restaurants and one of the 
largest sports and outdoor outfitters on 
island called Sports Depot.

San-A Naha  
Main Place 
Main Place, located next to the Prefectural 
Art Museum (which is next to Apple 
Town), is a large, modern mall filled with 
clothing boutiques, shoe and handbag 
vendors, home and interior stores, knick-
knack shops, restaurants, snack bars and 
even a movie cineplex. San-A Main Place 
is a much larger version of other typical 
San-A department stores found through-
out the island and it may floor you with its 
multi-level massiveness.

T Galleria Okinawa 
This collection of famous high-end shops 
such as Gucci, Fendi, Mont Blanc, Louis 
Vuitton, Prada and others is the last in the 
string of malls in Shintoshin. Travelers 
leaving Okinawa (even for destinations 
inside Japan, such as Tokyo) should take 
advantage of the lower prices offered here.KI
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TEAMLAB FUTURE PARK 
OKINAWA 
Located inside T Galleria, teamLab Future 
Park Okinawa is a permanent interactive art 
exhibit created in collaboration with world-
renowned international art collective teamLab. 
This exhibition features ten different areas 
including Animals Living with Flowers II, 
Sketch Aquarium: Connected World, Light 
Ball Orchestra and many more. Visit dfs.com/
en/okinawa for more info.
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Timeless Hospitality, Modern Comfort

2-46, Izumizaki, Naha-shi, Okinawa

TEL. 098-853-2111

https://oka-hvh.com.e.asa.hp.transer.com/

NAHA



Love Okinawa Discover Yambaru

Oriental Hotel Okinawa Resort & Spa

is an Official Partner Hotel of

JUNGLIA OKINAWA

1490-1 Kise, Nago City, Okinawa

TEL. 0980-51-1000

https://www.okinawa.oriental-hotels.com/en/

NAGO
JUNGLIA 
OKINAWA
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Okinawa Prefectural Museum  
& Art Museum 
This sprawling facility features several cultural treasures salvaged from the 
ravages of war and time. Within the grounds are a museum dedicated to 
natural and cultural history, an art museum that primarily exhibits modern 
and contemporary artwork from Okinawa and an outdoor exhibition area 
featuring displays of traditional Okinawan houses. All buildings feature a 
gusuku (castle) design motif, and the compound is surrounded by lime-
stone walls echoing styles used during the days of the Ryukyu Kingdom.

The museum’s permanent exhibition theme is “Life, Island and Sea—
Seeking Abundance, Beauty and Peace,” and the museum is broken into 
several different sections showcasing different facets of Okinawan human 
and natural history. The departmental exhibition galleries present natural 
history, archaeology, history, arts and crafts and folk culture and feature 
materials that range from representations of Okinawa’s natural environ-
ment 200 million years ago to resources from contemporary Okinawa.

Ashibinaa Outlet Mall 
Designed by architect John Law, this open-air style mall located in Toyo-
saki features a multitude of shops including many that are internationally 
recognized. The mall also features several local shops such as Ryukyu 
Leather L.L.A (specializing in hand-made leather goods) and Ryukyu-no-
Sato, which sells a great selection of locally made Kariyushi shirts (collared 

summer clothing similar to aloha 
shirts). Ashibinaa also houses many 
restaurants serving a variety of cui-
sines and a food court that would do 
the Galleria in its heyday proud.

iias Okinawa 
Toyosaki 
One of Okinawa’s newest malls, iias 
Okinawa is located within walking 
distance of Okinawa Outlet Mall 
Ashibinaa and the beautiful Toyo-
saki Beach. Featuring 155 vendors, 
iias houses a PGA Tour Superstore 
for golf fanatics, fashion emporiums 
H&M, UNIQLO and GU, restau-
rants such as Luke’s Lobster, Sam’s 
(as in “Sam’s by the Sea”), Taco Rice 
Café Kijimuna and many others. 
As if this wasn’t enough, iias is also 
home to the DMM Kariyushi Aquar-
ium—Okinawa’s newest destination 
for experiencing sea life on dry land.
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DMM Kariyushi Aquarium
DMM Kariyushi Aquarium is unique in that it mixes both virtual and 
real sea creatures in a brand-new experience that the whole family will 
enjoy. This aquarium even offers a phone app that you can download to 
help guide you through your journey. The entire second floor of DMM 
Kariyushi Aquarium is home to freshwater fish, reptiles, amphibians 
and more from a variety of different ecosystems. Upon descending to 
the first floor, visitors are greeted by several tanks highlighting a dazzling 
variety of tropical fish and coral ranging from pulse, orange cup and 
purple-tipped acropora corals to more mobile denizens such as clown-
fish, gobies, flounders, shrimp, lobsters, crabs, moray and garden eels, 
seahorses, cowfish and more.

The “main course” of DMM Kariyushi Aquarium is, of course, the larg-
est tank in the facility, which sports a large window and smaller circular 
windows, offering views of schools of Indian mackerel, rays, larger sharks, 
snappers, groupers and more—including a sea turtle. However, what 
makes this aquarium unique is the immersive virtual experience. At the 
“virtual aquarium” exhibit, visitors can also view realistic displays of 
creatures that would be impossible in an actual aquarium—including an 
encounter with a giant squid over 18 meters in length and living in waters 
at depths of over 500 meters.

Itoman  
Hakugin Shrine 
Local residents believe that 
this shrine houses the god of 
the sea. Many pray at Hakugin 
Shrine for safe voyages at sea 
and bountiful ocean harvests. 
A large rock, known as the “god 
rock,” sits in the southern end 
of the shrine. During the 1st 
and 5th months (during the 
dragon boat races) of the lunar 
calendar, priests known as nichu 
gather here to pray.

Itoman  
Ocean Park 
The Itoman Ocean Park is 
located on the southern tip of 
Nishizaki near the Itoman Police 
Station. The park contains walk-
ing paths and a large clearing 
that’s used for events, sports 
and recreational activities. The 
Ocean Park also contains a re-
stored house dating back to the 
early 1900s which offers visitors 
a glimpse into the life of old-
school uminchū (fishermen).
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Azama San-San 
Beach
Azama San-San Beach, located 
off Route 331 next to the Chinen 
Marine Leisure Beach, boasts fine, 
white sand and azure water, as well 
as umbrella, lounge chair and float 
rentals, a first aid station, lock-
ers, showers, restrooms, changing 
areas, a snack bar with plenty of 
covered benches and picnic areas, 
and a shop selling beach gear and 
food. Next door is a marina offering 
glass-bottom boat tours, dive boat 
trips and ferry rides to Komaka and 
Kudaka Islands (which offer some 
of the island’s best snorkeling).
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Sēfā Utaki
One of the most noteworthy of the 
remaining utaki, or “Okinawan holy 
places,” is Sēfā Utaki, located on the 
tip of the Chinen Peninsula overlook-
ing Kudaka Island (believed to be 
the island of the gods). As one of the 
seven original utaki created by the 
founding goddess of Ryukyu, Sēfā 
Utaki is considered one of the most 
sacred places on the main island. It 
is also recognized by UNESCO as a 
World Heritage Site. This grove is one 
of the few utaki that has a marked fo-
cal point—two solid stones weighing 
several hundred tons each and leaning 
against one another to create an in-
verted ‘V’ shape. While many tourists 
visit Sēfā Utaki, it is still sacred and 
considered a place of power.
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www.okinawa.usmc-mccs.org/shisapizza

CAMP COURTNEY
Bowling Center (Bldg. 4234)

098-954-7365 / 622-7365

CAMP FOSTER
 Bowling Center (Bldg. 5670)

098-970-1599 / 645-1599
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Chinen Castle 
Not far from Sēfā Utaki lies one of the 
oldest and surprisingly lesser-known 
castle ruins on island. When asked to 
name a gusuku (a stone-walled castle or 
fortress), most islanders will name Shuri 
Castle, Nakijin, Nakagusuku or Katsuren. 
However, while these sites are all larger, 
Chinen Castle is considered one of the 
oldest and most important due to its 
proximity to several sacred sites. The 
castle is located high atop a hill overlook-
ing the ocean and surrounded by ancient 
primeval forests like many of its sister-
gusuku. During ancient times, Chinen 
Castle was regularly visited by the reign-
ing monarch and the supreme priestess of 
the court. Originally two enclosures, all 
that remains today are some walls rang-
ing in height from 1.5 to 2 meters high, 
two gates—the main and the west—and 
the remnants of the sacred groves (one 
dedicated to Hinukan, the god of fire) 
inside the castle grounds. After the fall 
of the Ryukyu Kingdom, Chinen Castle 
served as the municipal government of-
fices of Chinen until 1893. Not far from 
Chinen Castle lies an area believed to be 
where rice was first planted on the island. 
Received as a gift from Amamikiyo, rice 
was planted in a small field called Chinen 
Ukkaa and fed by a fresh-water spring 
called Ufakaru. 

Himeyuri-no-To 
Itoman’s Himeyuri-no-To and the Himey-
uri Peace Museum commemorate the stu-
dents of both the Okinawa Women’s Nor-
mal School and the First Prefectural Girls’ 
High School—collectively known as 
Himeyuri (from hime, meaning princess, 
and yuri, meaning lily). When the battle 
began to intensify, the Himeyuri Student 
Corps was sent to tend to the wounded in 
the south in a hospital comprised of man-
made caves. More than 100 girls lost their 
lives—some from self-inflicted wounds. 
MCCS Tours+ offers regular tours; visit 
www.okinawa.usmc-mccs.org/tours for the 
latest information and tour dates.

Okinawa Prefectural Peace 
Memorial Museum
Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Museum (a.k.a. 
Peace Memorial Park) is located in Mabuni, where one 
of the final confrontations of the Battle of Okinawa 
took place. During this battle, the Japanese commander, 
Lieutenant General Ushijima, and General Isamu Cho, 
the Chief of Staff of the Japanese 32nd Army, commit-
ted ritual suicide at Mabuni Hill. Memorial towers and 
engraved stone monuments representing 31 prefectures 
and 10 groups, as well as the “Cornerstones of Peace,” 
the Okinawa Prefecture Peace Memorial Museum, the 
Peace Hall and the National Battle of Okinawa Victims’ 
Memorial are all present. MCCS Tours+ offers regular 
tours; visit www.okinawa.usmc-mccs.org/tours for the lat-
est information and tour dates.
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Ryukyu Glass Factory
Just seeing the building that houses the Itoman kiln in 
full daylight is worth the trip itself—the Ryukyu Glass 
Factory is almost completely covered with rounded 
tiles made from multi-colored Ryukyu glass and painted 
pieces of Ryukyu Pottery. Inside the open-air factory, 
visitors can watch artisans create works of glass art. Also 
attached to the factory are a gift shop and a museum 
where visitors can view pieces created by legendary 
masters such as Koei Oshiro and Masao Tobaru.

Ryukyu  
Lacquerware Shop 
Ryukyu Lacquerware Shop, located 
in Itoman, was established over 90 
years ago. At this shop, visitors can 
experience an art form that China 
introduced to Okinawa during the 
14th and 15th centuries. Some of the 
techniques include chinkin (gold ap-
pliqué), raden (oyster shell appliqué) 
and the relief appliqué technique 
unique to Okinawa known as tsuikin. 
Visitors can also try their hand at cre-
ating their own piece of Ryukyu art.

Gyokusendo Cave 
Located in the Okinawa World Theme 
Park, Gyokusendo is Japan’s second-
longest grotto featuring an under-
ground stream, a golden waterfall and 
more than over 900,000 stalactites 
and stalagmites. This theme park also 
features a crafts village, traditional danc-
ing and artisans blowing glass, creating 
pottery and weaving colorful textiles. 
MCCS Tours+ offers regular tours; visit 
www.okinawa.usmc-mccs.org/tours for 
the latest information and tour dates.

Yuinchi Hotel  
Nanjo Resort 
Yuinchi is located in southern Okinawa 
and is a great destination to cool off the 
kids after a visit to Gyokusendo Cave 
and Okinawa World. The indoor pool 
offers lap swimming, but the outdoor 
pools are where most of the fun is to 
be found. The outdoor pool facility is 
quite extensive with a double-barrel 
waterslide emptying into a cool splash at 
the bottom. There is also a flowing pool 
for those that wish to be gently pushed 
around for a few laps with minimal 
effort. Yuinchi Hotel Nanjo Resort also 
features an onsen (natural hot spring) 
where you can relax in ancient healing 
waters from geological formations that 
are millions upon millions of years old.M
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outer 
islands

Many of the outer islands offer resort hotels, camping or the 
Japanese-style minshuku (family inns)—the Japanese equivalent of 
a boarding house furnished with tatami mats and futons.

Kerama Islands 
One of the most popular areas for diving in the prefecture is in the 
waters surrounding the Kerama Islands. The Keramas are a string of 
more than 20 inhabited and uninhabited islands about 12 miles west of 
Okinawa, accessible via ferry from Naha Tomari Port. The two most-
visited islands are Zamami and Tokashiki—both well-known for their 
abundance of coral, beautiful beaches and marine leisure activities. 
The waters off the coast of the Kerama Islands are also whale-watching 
hotspots. Zamami Island’s whale-watching season peaks roughly from 
early February through April.

Kudaka Island 
Kudaka is a tiny island with a circumference of only around 8 km. How-
ever, this tiny isle is the most sacred island in the prefecture. This is mostly 
because, according to folklore, Kudaka was believed to not only be the 
first Ryukyu Island the goddess Amamikiyo created, but one she created 
to mirror the beauty of heaven. To this day, certain parts of the island are 
forbidden to men while others can only be entered by the highest-ranking 
noro (priestesses). In the center of the island lies a circular clearing where 
it is believed the gods subsequently descended. Not all areas of Kudaka 
are forbidden, however, and many areas are a different kind of “heaven on 
earth.” After a 15-minute ride on an express ferry, visitors can either choose 
to rent a bicycle (a wise choice) or hike to one of several beautiful beaches.

A long straight dirt road that leads to the other side of the isle called Ka-
beeru offers a good warm-up with a breathtaking view for finishers. From 

there, travelers can leisurely pedal (or 
walk) back toward the port, stopping 
at Uppama Beach (which still has 
star sand), Shimaashi Beach, Ishiki-
hama, Tachihama, Ichajikihama and 
many more beaches.

Sesoko Island 
Sesoko Island is a beautiful and quiet 
getaway located on the northwest-
ern part of Okinawa, just north of 
Nago. This tiny islet is connected 
to Okinawa by a bridge from the 
Motobu Peninsula, near Motobu 
Port. Although tiny, Sesoko is a mecca 
for activities such as scuba diving, 
snorkeling, swimming, and other 
watersports. The water becomes very 
shallow at low tide, making it enjoy-
able for beachcombers as well. Sesoko 
is also home to Hilton Okinawa 
Sesoko Resort, which features world-
class cuisine, indoor and outdoor 
pools, beautiful ocean views and even 
pet-friendly accommodations.

ISLAND GUIDE

210 | OKINAWA GUIDE 2026–2027



Ie Island 
Ie Island sits in the East China Sea, 
just a few miles west of the Mo-
tobu Peninsula. Ie was the scene of 
intense fighting during WWII. Ie 
Island is also the site of the Ernie 
Pyle Monument, honoring the 
American war correspondent who 
lost his life during WWII. Mount 
Gusuku is another popular tourist 
attraction. A staircase/trail leads 
the surefooted on a 15-minute 
climb to the top of the hill. The 
Youth Excursion Village camp-
grounds are located on a beauti-
ful beach on the southeast tip of 
the island. Visitors can enjoy the 
beach, picnic grounds and large 
playground for a small fee.

Yoron Island 
The southernmost of the Amami 
Islands, Yoron is adorned with 
beautiful beaches, including 
Crystal Beach, which is really a 
sandbar visible only at low tide. 
Watersports and Pricia Resort 
with it's greek-like design also at-
tract visitors to Yoron Island. The 
island’s folk village is perched on 
a cliff overlooking the southwest 
side of the island with views of the 
rugged coastline.

Izena & Iheya  
Islands 
Located 23km northwest of Hedo 
Point, Iheya Island is mostly 
unpopulated. With very little 
tourist facilities, Iheya is largely 
unspoiled. Off the coast, you’ll find 
dense and healthy reefs, turtles, 
schools of fish and even pilot 
whales and dolphins.  

Just south of Iheya is Izena 
Island. Also known for its natural 
beauty, Izena is mostly know as 
the birthplace of King Sho En, the 
reigning monarch of the Ryukyu 
Kingdom during the 14th century.
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Iriomote &  
Taketomi Islands 
Ishigaki is the jumping-off point to 
other islands, including Iriomote 
and Taketomi. Iriomote is noted for 
its wildlife and vast jungles and is 
considered the most untamed part of 
Japan. Taketomi Island has been des-
ignated a Japanese National Treasure 
for its abundance of well-maintained 
traditional homes.
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Kume Island 
Although it isn’t visible from Okinawa, Kume Island is very close—only 
an hour and 45 minutes away from Naha’s Tomari Port. The island 
remained relatively untouched during the WWII Battle of Okinawa, 
which makes it a great place for seeing pre-Shuri Kingdom architecture 
including two castles—Uegusuku and Gushikawa—and the Uezu 
House, which was built in 1726.

Uezu House’s walls are made of coral stone, and 300-year-old fukugi 
trees stand inside its courts. Another of Kume’s notable sights is the 
interesting natural phenomenon called tatami-ishi. Over 3,000 square 
meters of these mat-like stones cover the shoreline. The stones received 
their name from Japanese tatami mats and have a pattern similar to that 
of a tortoise shell.

Ishigaki Island 
Ishigaki Island is a short 45-minute flight (or a lengthy 14-hour ferryboat 
ride) from Naha. Ishigaki is the principal island in the Yaeyama chain, 
lying 429 miles southwest of Okinawa. This charming island has many 
old streets, houses and temples for exploration and offers a plentiful 
assortment of restaurants, hotels and shopping for tourists. Kabira Bay 
is home to the Club Med resort, as well as the oyster beds where Oki-
nawa’s rare black pearls are cultivated.
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Miyako Island 
The Miyako Island chain is well-known for their scenic sandy 
beaches and crystal-clear waters. Miyako is the primary 
island of the chain and is home to several tourist destinations, 
including the Ueno German Culture Village.

Ikema, Shimoji & 
Irabu Islands 
The 4,675-foot Ikema-Okashi 
Bridge links Miyako with Ikema, 
a bucolic island where the women 
farm and the men fish or work in 
a seafood processing plant. A new 
bridge links Miyako and Irabu 
Islands. Shimoji and Irabu Islands 
sit side-by-side and are connected 
at several locations.

Yonaguni Island
As part of the Okinawa Prefecture, 
Yonaguni is the tip of the tail of 
islands that extends south from 
Okinawa to Taiwan. This spectacu-
lar island is fringed with cliffs that 
drop sharply into the sea. To visit, 
you can catch a flight to Ishigaki 
with a connection to Yonaguni.
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Island hopping
The smaller islands of the prefecture are famous nationwide for 
their unspoiled natural beauty and some of the most laid-back 
people on Earth. And while most are accessible by ferry, they are 
made even more accessible and convenient vacation destina-
tions with a short hop out of Naha Airport—via Okinawa’s very 
own airline Japan Transocean Air ( JTA, for short). Visit Japan 
Transocean Air online at en.jta-okinawa.com.

Ferries bound for Aguni, Daito, Tokashiki, Kume, Tonaki, 
Zamami and Aka Islands depart from Naha’s Tomari Port. The 
Minna and Ie Island ferries operate out of Motobu Port. Ferries 
bound for Izena, Yoron and Iheya  Islands depart from Motobu’s 
Unten Port. The ferry bound for Kudaka Island operates out 
of Chinen Village’s Azama Port and Naha Port. Lastly, Ishigaki 
Port is home to vessels that make runs to Hateruma, Iriomote, 
Taketomi and Yonaguni Islands. For updates on ferry schedules, 
call the Okinawa Convention & Visitors Bureau at 098-859-6123.
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Motobu Port to Ie Island
098-047-3940 | some English

Tomari Port to
Kerama Islands

Tokashiki
098-868-7541 | some English

Zamami/AKA
098-868-4567 | some English

Tomari Port
to Kume Island

098-868-2686 | some English

Naha Port to
Miyako Islands

098-868-1980 | Japanese only 
*Best to contact an English-speaking  

travel agency.

Naha Port to
Yaeyama Islands

(via Ishigaki)
098-868-1980 | Japanese only 

*Many choose to fly to Ishigaki, then take a 
ferry to one of its sister islands.

Ferries to 
Taketomi

from Ishigaki
Taketomi

098-082-5010 | some English

Iriomote
098-082-5010 | some English

Yonaguni
098-082-4962 | Japanese only

*Best to contact an English-speaking 
travel agency.

Hateruma
098-083-6055 | Japanese only

*Best to contact an English-speaking 
travel agency.

Phone 
Numbers
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Maranatha  baptIst  ChurCh 

Service Times
Sunday School            9:45 A.M.
Sunday Morning      11:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening         6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M.      Maranatha Baptist Academy
        K4- 12th Grade 
 Faith Bible Institute                     Abeka Curriculum
           -3 Year Bible College Diploma 
  

 4-43-2 Chibana, Okinawa City, Japan 904-2143 
      For more information, please call (098) 929-2695

visit www.maranathabaptistokinawa.org or                                                                               
f   maranathabaptistchurchokinawa

     


