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States Marine Corps, founded on November 10, 1775, in Tun Tavern, Philadelphia. What began
with two battalions of Continental Marines has grown into one of the most respected and
enduring fighting forces in the world.

“Honor, Courage, Commitment” 250 Years Strong

Honoring Legacy & Service:
Veterans Day and the 

250th Marine Corps Birthday
Every November, Marines, Sailors, and families
across the globe pause to honor two deeply
meaningful milestones the Marine Corps Birthday
(November 10) and Veterans Day (November 11).
This year carries special significance as we
commemorate the 250th Birthday of the United 

Each year, Marines reflect on their proud legacy
through the timeless traditions of the Marine Corps
Birthday Ball, the reading of General Lejeune’s
message, and the cake-cutting ceremony,
symbolizing the passing of knowledge and
experience from the oldest Marine to the youngest.
These customs serve as powerful reminders that
while uniforms, missions, and battlefields may
evolve, the spirit of the Marine Corps its unity,
discipline, and devotion to country remains

steadfast. As we celebrate this historic milestone, we also pause to honor Veterans Day, a
National Day of Gratitude for all who have served. On November 11, 1918, at the 11th hour, the
armistice was signed, ending World War I and giving birth to what was once known as
Armistice Day now Veterans Day. A Shared Legacy of Service Together, these observances
remind us that behind every Marine and every veteran stands a family, a community, and a
nation united in appreciation. To our Marines, past and present and to every spouse, child,
and loved one who serves alongside them thank you. Your courage, sacrifice, and resilience
keep the Marine Corps legacy alive and strong.

“The few. The proud. The always faithful.”

Happy 250th Birthday, Marines and Happy Veterans Day to all who have served.
-Bebe Husanini
MCFTB Director



Connecting Hearts, Strengthening
Community & Spreading Gratitude

As we move from the season of celebration into the
holidays, Marine Corps Family Team Building

(MCFTB) invites the Okinawa community to help
spread joy and gratitude through our Mission

Gratitude: Heartfelt Cards Initiative.
What began as a small idea two years ago has

grown into something extraordinary. Last year, with
the support of schools, volunteers, and community
partners, more than 10,000 handwritten cards and

cookies were delivered to Marines, Sailors, and
Airmen across Okinawa, Camp Blaz, Camp Mujuk,
and Camp Fuji. Each card carried messages and

drawings that reminded service members far from
home that they are appreciated and never

forgotten.
“A Simple Card. A Lasting Impact.”

This year, our goal is to collect 15,000 cards
between November and December. Join us by
writing a short, positive message of thanks or

holiday cheer, keeping it inclusive, and adding your
creative touch. Drop off completed cards at any

MCFTB collection site.
📧 mcftbokinawa@usmc-mccs.org | ☎ 645-3689 /

098-970-3689
Together, let’s make this holiday season brighter for

our service members.

Introducing our
LifeSkills Trainer

I’m excited to join MCFTB as the new LifeSkills Trainer,
where I look forward to supporting Marines and their

families by sharing tools for personal growth and
resilience.

Beyond work, I’m a husband, dad, and lifelong learner
with a passion for history and meaningful

conversations. Over the years, I’ve worn many hats—
each one teaching me something worth carrying

forward. I enjoy helping others grow, whether it’s in the
classroom, around the dinner table, or trying a new

workout.
I also appreciate good food, great books, and time

spent with people who know how to laugh. Above all,
I’m grateful for the journey so far and excited for

whatever comes next.



Family Readiness
Program

CTT/FRCTA/FRA
Nov. 5  0830-1200 @ Camp

Hansen M&F Bldg 2339 Rm 116

th

DRC/URC Training
Nov. 18-20  0830-1600 @ Camp
Hansen Ed Center Bldg 2339 Rm

219A

th

CLASS SCHEDULE

Readiness &
Deployment

Support
Pre-Deployment Brief

Nov. 6  1000-1100
Virtual 

th

LifeSkills

Cuppa Conversation
Nov. 4  0900 @ Sunabe Seawall Walk th

L.I.N.K.S.

Fountations
Nov. 18  0930-1500 @ Camp Foster

Ocean Breeze

th

Mentor Workshop
Nov. 25  1000-1300 @ Camp Foster
Community Center Bonsai Coffee

th

Premarital Seminar
Nov. 14  0800-1430 @ Camp Foster

Ocean Breeze

th

PJ & Movie Night
Nov. 14  1700-2000 @ Camp

McTureous Community Center 

th



Across Okinawa, units, families, and commands will soon gather for the
annual Marine Corps Birthday Ball, a cherished tradition that blends pride,

ceremony, and camaraderie.
Whether it’s your first time attending or a beloved annual celebration,

Marine Corps Family Team Building (MCFTB) is here to help you feel
prepared, confident, and excited for the experience.

First Time Attending the Ball? We’ve Got You Covered!
 If you’re not sure what to expect, join our upcoming L.I.N.K.S. Foundations
Workshop (November 18 | 0930–1430) at Camp Foster, Ocean Breeze to

learn about:
Ball etiquette and traditions
Dress code expectations (for Marines, civilians, and guests)
The history and meaning behind the ceremony

It’s also a wonderful opportunity to connect with other spouses and guests,
ask questions, and gain a deeper appreciation for the values that define

Marine Corps life.
As we mark this milestone year, let us celebrate with pride, respect, and
unity, honoring 250 years of service and sacrifice to our nation and the

people who make the Marine Corps family so strong.
Check out the next page for the “USMC Birthday Ball Etiquette Guide” with

helpful tips to help you prepare, feel confident, and be Ball Ready!

THE MARINE CORPS BALL EXPERIENCE:
WHAT TO EXPECT






















