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Honoring Legacy & Service:
Veterans Day and the
250th Marine Corps Birthday

Every November, Marines, Sailors, and families
across the globe pause to honor two deeply
meaningful milestones the Marine Corps Birthday
(November 10) and Veterans Day (November 11).
This year carries special significance as we

commemorate the 250th Birthday of the United
States Marine Corps, founded on November 10, 1775, in Tun Tavern, Philadelphia. What began

with two battalions of Continental Marines has grown into one of the most respected and
enduring fighting forces in the world.

“Honor, Courage, Commitment” 250 Years Strong

s ——

Each year, Marines reflect on their proud legacy
4 through the timeless traditions of the Marine Corps

Birthday Ball, the reading of General Lejeune’s
message, and the cake-cutting ceremony,
symbolizing the passing of knowledge and
experience from the oldest Marine to the youngest.
These customs serve as powerful reminders that
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VETERANS DAY while uniforms, missions, and battlefields may
HONORING ALL WHO SSRVED evolve, the spirit of the Marine Corps its unity,

discipline, and devotion to country remains
steadfast. As we celebrate this historic milestone, we also pause to honor Veterans Day, a

National Day of Gratitude for all who have served. On November 11, 1918, at the 11th hour, the
armistice was signed, ending World War | and giving birth to what was once known as
Armistice Day now Veterans Day. A Shared Legacy of Service Together, these observances
remind us that behind every Marine and every veteran stands a family, a community, and a
nation united in appreciation. To our Marines, past and present and to every spouse, child,
and loved one who serves alongside them thank you. Your courage, sacrifice, and resilience
keep the Marine Corps legacy alive and strong.

“The few. The proud. The always faithful.”
Happy 250th Birthday, Marines and Happy Veterans Day to all who have served.

-Bebe Husanini
MCFTB Director
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Introducing our
LifeSKills Trainer

Connecting Hearts, Strengthening
Community & Spreading Gratitude

As we move from the season of celebration into the
holidays, Marine Corps Family Team Building
(MCFTB) invites the Okinawa community to help
spread joy and gratitude through our Mission
Gratitude: Heartfelt Cards Initiative.

What began as a small idea two years ago has
grown into something extraordinary. Last year, with
the support of schools, volunteers, and community
partners, more than 10,000 handwritten cards and
cookies were delivered to Marines, Sailors, and
Airmen across Okinawa, Camp Blaz, Camp Mujuk,
and Camp Fuiji. Each card carried messages and
drawings that reminded service members far from
home that they are appreciated and never
forgotten.

“A Simple Card. A Lasting Impact.”

This year, our goal is to collect 15,000 cards
between November and December. Join us by
writing a short, positive message of thanks or
holiday cheer, keeping it inclusive, and adding your
creative touch. Drop off completed cards at any
MCFTB collection site.
¢ mcftbokinawa@usmc-mccs.org | & 645-3689 /
098-970-3689
Together, let's make this holiday season brighter for
our service members.

I'm excited to join MCFTB as the new LifeSkills Trainer,
where | look forward to supporting Marines and their
families by sharing tools for personal growth and

resilience.

Beyond work, I'm a husband, dad, and lifelong learner
with a passion for history and meaningful
conversations. Over the years, I've worn many hats—
each one teaching me something worth carrying
forward. 1 enjoy helping others grow, whether it’s in the
classroom, around the dinner table, or trying a new

workout.

I also appreciate good food, great books, and time
spent with people who know how to laugh. Above all,
I'm grateful for the journey so far and excited for

whatever comes next.

: Marine Corps Family Team Building Presents: G

Mission Gratitude

Heartfelt Cards

Winter Holiday Collections Held:
November 17 through December 12

How to Participate:

- Pick up a blank card, decorate it, and write a message thanking a
Marine or Sailor for their service.

Card Pick-Up/Orop-0ff Locations:

- Marine Corps Family Team Building Office (Camp Foster, Bldg. 445,
across from Bonsai Coffee)
= Marine & Family Programs at Camp Foster and Camp Hansen
- Installation Libraries

-MCCS CYP Programs (Camp Foster, Camp Kinser, and Camp Courtney)

Join us in spreading joy and gratitude!

Questions? Call 645-3689 or 098-970-3689
Email: MCFTBOkinawa@0kinawa.usmc-mecs.org
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( CLASS SCHEDULE }

L.LN.K.S.

Cuppa Conversation
Nov. 4" 0900 @ Sunabe Seawall Walk
Fountations
Nov. 18" 0930-1500 @ Camp Foster
Oceadn Breeze

Mentor Workshop
Nov. 25" 1000-1300 @ Camp Foster
Community Center Bonsai Coffee

PJ & Movie Night
Nov. 14" 1700-2000 @ Camp
McTureous Community Center

Family Readiness
Program
CTT/FRCTA/FRA

Nov. 5™ 0830-1200 @ Camp
Hansen M&F Bldg 2339 Rm 116

DRC/URC Training
Nov. 18-20™ 0830-1600 @ Camp
Hansen Ed Center Bldg 2339 Rm
219A

LifeSKkills

Premarital Seminar

Nov. 14" 0800-1430 @ Camp Foster

Ocean Breeze
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GCet some exercise & make some friends. L_
Children/strollers welcome!

November | 4 | 830 - 10:00 AM
REGISTER HERE!
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Friday, 14 November 2025
Fun Starts At 5:00 Pm | At the Community Center | Camp McTureous
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Slide into your silliest pajamas
and get ready for a night of
holiday cheer! Bring your
faverite snuggle buddy —
whather it's a pillow, blanket, or
@ stuffed sidekick = and settle in
2 for & cozy evening. We'll have
light treats, pizza, and plenty of
giggles with movies and games
far the whole crew!
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Readiness &
Deployment
upport

Pre-Deployment Brief
Nov. 6™ 1000-1100
Virtual
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THE MARINE CORPS BALL EXPERIENCE: ]
L WHAT TO EXPECT )

Across Okinawa, units, families, and commmands will soon gather for the
annual Marine Corps Birthday Ball, a cherished tradition that blends pride,
ceremony, and camaraderie.

Whether it's your first time attending or a beloved annual celebration,
Marine Corps Family Team Building (MCFTB) is here to help you feel
prepared, confident, and excited for the experience.

First Time Attending the Ball? We've Got You Covered!

If you're not sure what to expect, join our upcoming L.LN.K.S. Foundations
Workshop (November 18 | 0930-1430) at Camp Foster, Ocean Breeze to
learn about:

e Ball etiquette and traditions
e Dress code expectations (for Marines, civilians, and guests)
e The history and meaning behind the ceremony

It's also a wonderful opportunity to connect with other spouses and guests,
ask questions, and gain a deeper appreciation for the values that define
Marine Corps life.

As we mark this milestone year, let us celebrate with pride, respect, and
unity, honoring 250 years of service and sacrifice to our nation and the
people who make the Marine Corps family so strong.

Check out the next page for the “USMC Birthday Ball Etiquette Guide” with
helpful tips to help you prepare, feel confident, and be Ball Ready!

ITTS - 2025
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Protocol standards in line with Marine
Corps customs and traditions

What is the Marine Corps Birthday Ball?

The Birthday Ball is one of the most important Marine Corps traditions. It
can be the social highlight of the year and a great time to enjoy the
fellowship and camaraderie of the Marine Corps, but it's much more than
that. Marines come together as a band of warriors to honor those who
came before them and those who we have lost. It's a show of respect and
community as they look back on the achievements of their Marine Corps. It
is a special time for Marines and their fortunate guests. On this day,
greetings of “Happy Birthday, Marine” are exchanged.
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Men: A black or a midnight blue tuxedo, or a black dinner jacket.
Woman: A modest floor length formal evening gown.
Comfortable shoes will make a difference during your time standing and on
the dance floor!



=L Traditions

As you enter the banquet hall, you may notice a lone table set for one.
This table is set to honor our brothers and sisters in arms who are unable
to 0 be with us. Though elements of the table may differ from unit to unit,

the sentiment has been the same since the first table was set in 1997 -
remembrance! Do not touch, mouve, or sit at this table.

 Round Table: Everlasting concern for those who are still missing or unaccounted.

Black/White tablecloth: Mourning (black) and purity of intentions (white). Single
« Red Rose: The blood that shed in sacrifice and the loved ones who keep the faith
. awaiting the return of the missing. Red Ribbon: Our continued determination to
account for our missing. Cover/Sword/Dog Tags: Signifies the Marine who
served. The Candle: Lit to symbolize the upward reach of their unconquerable
spirit. Slice of Lemon: Placed on the bread plate to remind of us of their bitter
tate. Pinch of Salt: Symbolizes the tears shed by those who were captured, those
who remain missing and their families. Inverted Glass: Homage to those who
cannot toast with us this night.

The Table Set for One: The frailty of one
prisoner alone against their oppressors.
The Chair: The chair is empty. They are not
* here. Remember.
Purple Heart Ribbon: Highest honor
« bestowed in honor of sacrifice.
Bible: Strength gained through faith.

Prisoner of War (POW) Missing in Action (MIA) Table.
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Before the Ceremony -

« Cocktail Hour - This time allows you to take photos; find your seats; take

a bathroom break; and socialize before the start of the ceremony.
The Ceremony

« The entrance of the official party which consists the senior Marine and
Guest of Honor.

« March on of the Colors; playing of the National Anthem; followed by the
entrance of the Birthday Cake.

« The reading of General Lejeune’s, the 13th Commandant of the Marine
Corps, message establishing the call to honor the birth of the Marine
Corps.

« The cake cutting - the cake is cut with a sword. The first piece of cake is
given to the guest of honor. The second is presented to the oldest Marine
present representing the wisdom and experience of those who have
served. The third piece of cake is presented to the youngest Marine by
the oldest, signifying the passing on of knowledge and leadership from
the old to the new.

« The Commander or Senior Marine will make some remarks and then the
Guest of Honor will offer their remarks.

« The current Commandant’s message. This is usually presented in a video.

« The Navy’s song “Anchors Away” and the “Marines’ Hymn” is played.

After the Ceremony
« Dinner is served.
 Dancing and celebrating begins.
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1.Eat something before you come. The Ceremony can be long.

2.Bring a shawl. The room can get cold.

3.Be respectful of tradition.

4 .Make sure you use the restroom and are seated before the
ceremony begins.

5.Refrain from texting, talking, eating, or drinking or using the
restroom during the ceremony.

6.While photography during the ceremony may be allowed at
some Balls, please check to ensure it's acceptable at your event.

7.Don’t drink more than you can handle. While the Birthday Ball is

infended to be a fun occasion, it is still a professional event for

Marines.

8.Feel free to socialize and introduce yourself. Remember to say
‘please’ and ‘thank you’, and address others as ‘Sir’ or ‘"Ma’am’.

9.Remember to have fun! The Marine Corps has a proud and

illustrious history. While it is important to be on your best

behavior at the Birthday Ball, don’t forget the purpose of the

evening; to celebrate the Corps and all of its accomplishments.

0.Once the Ceremony and speeches have concluded, relax, enjoy
yourself and get ready for dinner!
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