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mensôre
“Welcome” to Okinawa Living

Time has a curious way of run-
ning away from us when we’re 
not paying a!ention <blink> and 
2025 is somehow almost two-
thirds over…it seems like it was 
just yesterday, when we set a New 
Year’s resolution to see more of the 
island. Although the popular adage 
states that time %ies when you’re 
having fun, that’s not necessarily 
the case. It just makes it that much 
more important to not only ap-
preciate those fun and worthwhile 
moments when they happen, but 
to generate as many more as you 
can while you’re here!

Being on a beautiful island—
whether you are a visitor or per-
manent resident—o&ers plenty of 
ways to still honor that resolution 
and generate precious moments (not to mention copious content to share with family 
and friends back home via social media). Be!er late than never, right?

'e list of things to do on Okinawa as well as on its many beautiful surrounding isles is 
as long as it is worthwhile. Life is just too precious to be counting down the days to PCS 
back to the familiarity of home. Being on Okinawa o&ers a myriad of opportunities to 
grow and a million more moments to savor, each one more magical than the last.

'is month’s issue will give you a small “taste” of the countless exotic cuisines the 
island has to o&er, beginning with an iconic local restaurant chain—Sam’s Restaurant 
Group—which is celebrating 55 years of serving local Okinawans, tourists on vacation 
as well as tens of thousands of service members and their families. Next, explore the 
many a!ractions that Yomitan has to o&er—including parks, a po!ery village and more! 
Finally, make your autumn plans to visit the beautiful cities of Kyoto and Nara in main-
land Japan during the most beautiful times of the year. 

As always, we thank you for picking up this issue of Okinawa Living Magazine. Now, 
time to turn the page and let your journey begin! !

Make it
worth it!

Mike Daley
Editor-In-Chief
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feedback
from the ICE Program 
and Facebook

Give MCCS Feedback—ICE Program & Facebook
Let us know how we can better serve you or thank us for a 
job well-done. Go to www.okinawa.usmc-mccs.org and find 
the ICE link in the “MORE” section of the homepage or find 
us on Facebook to share feedback. Comments on this page 
may be edited for clarity or length. 

The new Okinawa Guide cover is amazing! It is so 
fun to look for all the different cats; it reminds me 
of Where’s Waldo. It is bright and colorful and is 
so fun to look at! Whoever made that should make 
more like it!
—via ICE

I wanted to compliment the staff at the Camp 
Courtney Ironworks Fitness Center. The gym 
is always clean, organized and tidy. I feel so 
welcomed by the front desk and cleaning 
attendants. I am grateful for this resource, 
especially the fitness classes offered.
—via ICE

The [Foster] library is usually an awesome place, 
but today, the staff really outdid themselves. We 
love the library and all they offer.
—via ICE

I am so thankful that my daughter was not only 
able to continue gymnastics training for the 
three years that we were on Okinawa but was 
able to do it on a competitive team that followed 
closely to USAG standards. This allowed us to 
be able to seamlessly transfer skills back to the 
states. It was also great to be able to experience 
unforgettable opportunities with international 
competitions. The EGA [Excellence Gymnastics 
Academy] team became like family. The work 
that Coach Tiffany [Mills] puts into the program 
is impressive and shows her true passion for 
both gymnastics and military families.
—via ICE

I had a fantastic experience at the Mountain View 
Inn [on Camp Fuji]! From the moment I arrived, 
the staff were warm, welcoming and extremely 
accommodating. A special shoutout to Maurice 
[Ford], who went above and beyond to make 
sure everything was perfect during my stay, 
this helpfulness truly stood out. The facilities 
were spotless and well-maintained, creating a 
comfortable and relaxing atmosphere. I also can’t 
say enough about the breakfast—delicious and 
with a great variety of options to start the day 
right.
—via ICE

We’ve attended a few Change of Command 
receptions at Habu Pit [O/SNCO club on MCAS 
Futenma], and each one has been a great 
experience. Today’s event held on Friday June 
27 was by far my favorite. The coconut shrimp, 
lumpia and jalapeño poppers are hands-down the 
best on island! I’ve made a note and will definitely 
be back for more. Big thanks to the manager and 
her amazing staff!
—via ICE

Thank you for the opportunity to meet Hot Chelle 
Rae (the headliner at Camp Foster Festival 
on July 5–6). That was freaking awesome!!! 
Appreciate the time and effort put into setting up 
the event!! 
—via Facebook
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Show us your island adventures and favorite food finds!

@okilivingmag

@meeeeeg416xx
🏝️Okinawa Islands Recap🏝️

@alyssa_moist
Hamahiga Island

Domo arigatou gozaimashita and thank you for your posts!
We can’t wait to see what else you love about Okinawa!
     —The Okinawa Living Staff

@lifeofstephany_ 
Coffee on the beach...yes please










































































































































